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On Maintenance of Fishery Rights and Benefits
of China in the South China Sea

WANG Qing-yin, LIU Shi-lu, WANG Jian-kun
(Yellow Sea Fisheries Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Fishery Sciences, Qingdao 266071)

Abstract; The South China Sea has been territory of China since the ancient times, and the Chinese
fishermen have been fishing in this water area for more than 2 000 years. However, when rich oil and gas
reserves were discovered in 1970s, countries bordering the South China Sea began to claim their rights over
the Nansha Islands, unreasonably ignoring the historical facts. They also took military measures to seize the
islands and control the sea areas. China’s Nansha Islands and its surrounding area were thus dragged into an
unfavorable status of “islands being occupied, sea area divided, resources robbed and fishery harassed”.
China is now facing a complicated and austere situation in maintaining our sovereign rights and benefits over
the Nansha Islands. To cope with this situation, Chinese government put forward the concept “sovereignty
belonging to China, putting aside disputes and joint development” , and made the strategy for Nansha Islands
as ”highlighting existence”, “developing Nansha Islands, fishery first”. This paper focuses on the South
China Sea fishery by summarizing the current status of resource utilization, analyzing the major issues for
future development, and putting forward strategies and policy recommendations.

Key words: South China Sea; Fisheries; Rights and Interests
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