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Analysis on Definition of Subsistence Fishery

TANG Yi, CHEN Yuan-yuan

(College of Marine Sciences, Institute of Marine Policy and Law
Shanghai Ocean University, Shanghai 201306, China)

Abstract: Subsistence fishery is a basic type of fisheries in foreign fisheries management. In recent years,
subsistence fisheries management issues have also been discussed in China. To better understand the concept,
this paper analyzed the definition of subsistence fisheries in some countries and organizations, such as US,
FAO and OECD. Followings are conclusions: (1) Subsistence fishery is defined differently in different
countries or international organizations, but long-standing cultural practices or traditions are the most
important basis for the definition of subsistence fishery; (2) In subsistence fishery of many countries, catch
are mainly geared towards primarily personal or household consumption, which significantly distinguish
subsistence fishery from commercial fishery. But the definitions of the personal or household consumption are
different. And a complex, sophisticated and comprehensive monitor system for the disposal of catch is in
need; (3) Subsistence fishery can be described by several different dimensions. Considering the applicability
of management, it is very difficult to rigidly distinct subsistence fishery from commercial fishery only by one of
them. So the subsistence fishery should be defined by consideration of a combination of many factors.

Key words: Foreign Fisheries; Subsistence fishery; Commercial fishery
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